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Coast Town*.

All the chief seaports of Syria are still found on the
coast of what was formerly the land of the Phoenicians,
the most famous navigators of antiquity. Amongst them

BEYttUT,

are Latakia (Laodicea), with a .sheltered but shallow
harbour ; Taralmlus (Tripoli), at the foot of a spur of the
Lebanon, nearly destroyed by the explosion of a powder-
magazine in 1864; Beyrut (Borytus), 50 miles farther
down, next to Smyrna the largest and most flourishing
seaport in the Levant It stands on a noble bay extend-